
διακονος 
 

 

Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as 

rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority 

over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 

must be your  
 

διακονος  (servant), 

 

and, whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not 

come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”   

Mark 10:42-45 (NIV) 
 

All Christians are called to a life of service. 
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve (διακονουντες) others, faithfully 

administering God's grace in its various forms.  1 Peter 4:10 (NIV) 
 

However, four verses translate the word διακονος (servant) as deacon.  From these verses it 

appears that in the early church there was an “office” of deacon.  An office, though, of service.   
Phillipians 1:1   

I Timothy 3:8 – 13 (verses 8 and 12) 

And, possibly Romans 16:1 

 

Other words that have been used in the translation and definition of διακονος include:   

• ministry or minister, fellow worker, helper 

• service to God and to the brethren 

• sacrifice 

• Diaconus, deacon, deaconess, the deaconate 

• servant, men-servants, women-servants, special-servants 

• recognized group within the church 

• steward 

 
Philippians 1:1 (New International Version) 

 1Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,  

      To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers[a] and deacons: 

 

1 Timothy 3:8-13 (New International Version) 

 8Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9They 

must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 10They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against 

them, let them serve as deacons.  

 11In the same way, their wives[a] are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in 

everything.  

 12A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well. 13Those who have served well 

gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus. 

Footnotes:   1 Timothy 3:11 Or way, deaconesses 

 

Romans 16:1 (New International Version) 

Personal Greetings  

 1I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant[a] of the church in Cenchrea.  

Footnotes:   Romans 16:1 Or deaconess 


