
 
 
Conclusions. Given the controversial nature of the doctrine of the role of women, how do we apply 
biblical principles to make our conclusions a reality in the Church of Christ today? 
 
1. As pointed out earlier in this book, the biggest problem in the Church today is a profound 
misunderstanding of the nature of grace and the workings of the Holy Spirit. So long as legalism is 
mistaken for the gospel of Christ, division will always follow change. Therefore, we must work 
diligently to spread the Good News within the Church. We must explicitly point out the errors of 
legalism and plainly speak the truth of God’s good grace. 
 
2. While many will consider such teaching “liberal,” in fact such teaching is simply a repetition of the 
work of Paul. Paul worked most of his career to rebuke Judaizing teachers, who sought a return to 
the Law of Moses. We should follow Paul in rebuking those who seek a return to Old Testament 
theology. But we should speak the truth in love. And I don’t mean a condescending, arrogant “love” 
that takes pleasure in purifying the Church. Rather, we must hurt for those who have never felt the joy 
of God’s forgiveness. 
 
3. We must recognize that divisiveness is a sin that requires excommunication. Too often we take 
our most divisive members and make them preachers and elders when they ought to be expelled 
from the church altogether. We can tolerate those who teach falsely. We will never all agree. But we 
should not tolerate those who divide (or who threaten division to get their own way). 
 
4. If we become committed to one another, and not to having our way, then we will be in a position 
to deal with difficult issues without fear of division or splits. Division is not caused by discussing 
controversial issues, but by selfishness and an Old Testament understanding of grace. Love is not an 
abstraction, but a commitment that is built on shared experiences and on working side by side toward 
common goals. 
 
5. We cannot grant the legalists a monopoly in the pulpit or the press. If the most grace-filled 
preacher refuses to teach grace for fear of the legalists, then we have a legalist preacher, as a 
practical matter. 
 
6. And yet we must understand that it takes time for people to accept new ideas. Even for an open-
minded person, a radical change in thought can take many years to feel comfortable. When I get a 
new eyeglass prescription, the new, better lenses actually seem worse than the old, out-of-focus 
lenses until I’ve worn them a few days. We must be patient. Practice may have to follow a new 
understanding of doctrine by very many years. The participation of women in church affairs must 
increase in gradual steps. We were once uncomfortable with women attending a church business 
meeting. We later became comfortable with women being present but silent. We are now comfortable 
with women being present and speaking, so long as they do not vote. Then we became comfortable 
with women voting so long as they do not chair the meeting. The process must continue. 
 
7. Each church will follow its own pace, and some churches will lag decades behind. The urban 
churches will often change faster than the rural churches, because the urban churches tend to be 
younger and more highly educated. Education helps people to be open minded by exposing people to 
many new ideas, broadening horizons, and humbling those who think they know everything. Younger 
Christians have had less time to get used to a way of doing things or of thinking. Not that this excuses 
older Christians from being tradition bound. Older Christians ought to be an example of humility and 
sacrificial love to the younger Christians. We ought to hold our older Christians to this standard in our 
preaching. 
 



8. Division is not inevitable, but the danger is very great. Unless the Churches of Christ reject 
legalism and turn to the cross, division and splits will occur. The only other “solution” is to not change. 
And as pointed out earlier, we are not even keeping our own children in the Church. The status quo is 
flatly unacceptable. 
 
9. Change is necessary and inevitable. We cannot deny well over half our members the right to 
participate as full-fledged Christians forever. This is not because of their “rights” or “civil liberties.” 
Rather, God needs workers. The hungry must be fed, the children educated, the world saved. If we 
deny so many of our members the right to participate in church decision making or leadership, we are 
unilaterally disarming in the face of Satan’s army. Imagine facing an enemy army and then turning 
around and decommissioning a majority of our own best officers for fear of violating the army’s book 
of regulations. We need to worry about defeating Satan and let God worry about His choice of 
leaders, teachers, speakers, and administrators.  
 
10. We must carefully, prayerfully weigh these truths against the division and discord that 
moving too fast will inevitably cause. We should not be naive. Changing our practices regarding 
women would be a very emotional matter for many members. We must go slowly. By being over-
anxious, we can easily do more harm than good. And yet, in the long run, the work of the church is 
hurt severely by the limitations we place on ourselves and by the legalism that such 
limitations encourage. 
 
The test of how to proceed is whether the chosen course will be best for the Lord’s work. We know 
that there will be problems associated with giving women greater influence in the Church. And we 
have never done this before, and so we don’t know how richly the Lord’s work will be blessed by a 
change in this direction. It seems, therefore, hard to calculate whether the risk is worth the benefit. 
 
For guidance I turn to Bill Tilden’s advice on how to play tennis: “Never change a winning strategy; 
always change a losing strategy.” Are we winning or losing? The only honest answer is “losing.” The 
Churches of Christ have not grown appreciably in 30 years. We have split over Pentecostalism, 
grace, the Holy Spirit, the unity movement (The on-going effort of many within the instrumental and 
non-instrumental branches of our Restoration Movement to re-unite the Movement’s two branches.)  
whether to be a “mainstream” Church of Christ, and many other issues, but we haven’t grown. We 
have certainly done much good in the last 30 years in absolute terms, but the world and the evil in it 
are growing far faster than we are.  
 
11. The only way to never offend is to never do anything. To hold up the feelings of these 
brothers as our standard of conduct is to make the most legalistic brothers the rulemakers for the 
Church of Christ. Jesus would not approve. We should call on the legalists to repent, rather than 
kowtowing to their whims. 
 
12. Education, therefore, is critical. This is accomplished through books, classes, word of mouth 
(especially), and preacher seminars and lectureships. Unfortunately, as is true for all controversial 
topics, some of our preachers and elders play mind control games and refuse to allow their members 
to hear from those who disagree with the party line. This is closer to a cult than Christianity, but it is 
far too commonplace. 
 
13. Our women must be ready to prove themselves worthy. As churches slowly move women into 
positions of greater influence and leadership, they will be severely tested. Each mistake will be 
greatly exaggerated. 
 
14. Ultimately, we can only do so much, and the rest is up to God. Even Jesus did not change the 
hearts of most of the Pharisees, but He changed enough hearts to rewrite the history of the world. We 
can only plant. God must give the increase. 


