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The Gospel of John 
Elders – Ministers  

Friday night Jan 31rst and Saturday morning February 1rst 

Location: Fellowship Hall of SBRCC 

 

Friday evening …… 6 PM  

Park, Get your Sandwich, Get your Seat, and Get Ready!     

 

6:10 – 7:00   

Johannine Christianity:  the Gospel 

Dr. Dale Martin  (Woolsey Professor of Religious Studies at Yale) 

 

7:00 –7:15 Break 

7:15 – 8:05 

Johannine Christianity:  the Letters 

Dr. Dale Martin  (Woolsey Professor of Religious Studies at Yale) 

 

8:05 – 8:15 Break 

8:15 – 8:45   

John: Jesus- The Man from Heaven 

Dr. Bart Ehrman  (professor at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill) 

 

9:00     Geaux Home!  

 

Saturday Morning 

8:30  Park,  Get your Coffee,  Find your seat,  Hug a friend.   

 

8:45 – 9:21 (☺ approximately!)   

Gospel Quartet – A course on the Gospels of Matthew Mark Luke and John 

Session 10 John (A) 36 minutes  

Dr. Eugene Peterson 

 

The following two sessions are available to be loaned out (not part of Sat. morning)   

Session 11 John (B) 26 minutes 

Session 12 John (C) 30minutes 

 

9:30 – Noon       Lectures are 30 minutes each…. with a few short breaks between lectures 

Gospel of John—Context of Conflict 

Gospel of John—Jesus as the Man from Heaven 

Gospel of John—Jesus as Obedient Son 

Gospel of John—Witness to the Truth 

Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson ( Robert W. Woodruff Professor of New Testament and 

Christian Origins at Emory University's Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, Georgia) 
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ABOUT THE PROFESSOR  
 

Dr. Dale Martin    

Woolsey Professor of Religious Studies, Director of Graduate Studies  

B.S., Abilene Christian University;  

M.Div., Princeton Theological Seminary;  

Ph.D., Yale University 

Dale B. Martin specializes in New Testament and Christian Origins, including attention to 

the social and cultural history of the Greco-Roman world. Before joining the Yale faculty 

in 1999, he taught at Rhodes College and Duke University. 

 

 

Dr. Bart D. Ehrman is the James A. Gray Distinguished Professor at The University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He completed his undergraduate work at Wheaton College 

and earned his M.Div. and Ph.D. from Princeton Theological Seminary.  

 

Professor Ehrman received the John William Pope Center Spirit of Inquiry Award, the 

UNC Students’ Undergraduate Teaching Award, the Phillip and Ruth Hettleman Prize for 

Artistic and Scholarly Achievement by Young Faculty, and the Bowman and Gordon Gray 

Professorship (awarded for excellence in undergraduate teaching). 

 

 

Eugene H. Peterson is Professor Emeritus of Spiritual Theology at Regent College. He 

has written numerous books, authored a commentary on the books of 1 & 2 Samuel, and 

translated the Bible (The Message) into contemporary English. 

 

 

Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson is the Robert W. Woodruff Professor of New Testament and 

Christian Origins at Emory University's Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Professor Johnson earned a Ph.D. in New Testament Studies from Yale University, as well 

as an M.A. in Religious Studies from Indiana University, an M.Div. in Theology from 

Saint Meinrad School of Theology, and a B.A. in Philosophy from Notre Dame Seminary 

in New Orleans. 

 

A former Benedictine monk, Professor Johnson has taught at Yale Divinity School and 

Indiana University, where he received the President's Award for Distinguished Teaching, 

was elected a member of the Faculty Colloquium in Teaching, and won the Brown Derby 

Teaching Award and the Student Choice Award for teaching. At Emory University, he has 

twice received the On Eagle's Wings Excellence in Teaching Award. In 2007 he received 

the Candler School of Theology Outstanding Service Award. His most recent award is the 

2011 Louisville Grawemeyer Award in Religion for the ideas set forth in his 2009 book, 

Among the Gentiles: Greco-Roman Religion and Christianity. 
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“Continuing Education” Course! 
 

 

Dear Elders and Ministers, 

 

Eddie White shared that he will be preaching some in 2014 from the book of John.  And 

for obvious reasons, the book of John is frequently used throughout our various ministries.  

I propose that we have a day of “Continuing Education”.    

 

I’m required to take CE classes for various licenses.  I finish some classes thinking, “That 

was a waste of time”, and other classes make me say, “Wow” – and end up being 

something very useful to me in my practice.  I’m not sure which experience this will be for 

you!  But I’d like for us to give it a shot.   

 

The Friday night material comes from two courses on the New Testament that I listened to 

this past year.  Each discusses the book of John in one or two of their lectures.   

 

The Yale Open Course (Introduction to the New Testament History and Literature) has 26 

lectures.  Each class is about 50 minutes long.  One lecture is titled Johannine 

Christianity:  the Gospel.  The other is titled Johannine Christianity: the Letters.  The 

Gospel of John actually takes up half of the second lecture too.  It is taught by Dale Martin  

(Woolsey Professor of Religious Studies at Yale.  He was educated at Abilene Christian 

University, Princeton Theological Seminary, and Yale University).   

 

The second course is from The Great Courses.  It is presented by Professor Bart Ehrman 

(He completed his undergraduate work at Wheaton College and then earned his M.Div. 

and Ph.D. from Princeton Theological Seminary).  He is a professor at The University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  There are a total of 24 lectures for his New Testament 

course.  Lecture# 8 is titled John: Jesus- The Man from Heaven.  This lecture is 30 

minutes long.     

 

On Saturday morning we will have two other speakers.  Eugene Peterson has a course 

titled Gospel Quartet.  Three lectures cover the book of John.  We will listen to the first 

one.  And, lastly, I recommend that we close the morning with four lectures from Dr. Luke 

Timothy Johnson.   

 

A Proposed Agenda is attached, along with additional information on each professor and 

each course.    

 

 

In Christ, 

 

Chuck     
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http://oyc.yale.edu/religious-studies/rlst-152   

Available via iTunes U (search for Yale New Testament)   

 

About the Course 

This course provides a historical study of the origins of Christianity by analyzing the literature of the earliest Christian 

movements in historical context, concentrating on the New Testament. Although theological themes will occupy much 

of our attention, the course does not attempt a theological appropriation of the New Testament as scripture. Rather, 

the importance of the New Testament and other early Christian documents as ancient literature and as sources for 

historical study will be emphasized. A central organizing theme of the course will focus on the differences within early 

Christianity (-ies). 

 

 

 

RLST 152: INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY AND 
LITERATURE 

Sessions 

Lecture 1  Introduction: Why Study the New Testament? 

Lecture 2  From Stories to Canon 

Lecture 3  The Greco-Roman World 

Lecture 4  Judaism in the First Century 

Lecture 5  The New Testament as History 

Lecture 6  The Gospel of Mark 

Lecture 7  The Gospel of Matthew 

Lecture 8  The Gospel of Thomas 

Lecture 9  The Gospel of Luke 

Lecture 10  The Acts of the Apostles 

Lecture 11  Johannine Christianity: the Gospel 

Lecture 12  Johannine Christianity: the Letters 
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Lecture 13  The Historical Jesus  

Lecture 14  Paul as Missionary 

Lecture 15  Paul as Pastor 

Lecture 16  Paul as Jewish Theologian 

Lecture 17  Paul's Disciples 

Lecture 18  Arguing with Paul? 

Lecture 19  The "Household" Paul: the Pastorals 

Lecture 20  The "Anti-household" Paul: Thecla 

Lecture 21  Interpreting Scripture: Hebrews 

Lecture 22  Interpreting Scripture: Medieval Interpretations 

Lecture 23  Apocalyptic and Resistance 

Lecture 24  Apocalyptic and Accommodation 

Lecture 25  Ecclesiastical Institutions: Unity, Martyrs, and Bishops 

Lecture 26  The "Afterlife" of the New Testament and Postmodern Interpretation  
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Yale Open Course:  New Testament History 

 

Imagining an Ancient Person’s Perspective  
 

 

We can try not just to look at the documents from the outside but to imagine how an 

ancient person who encountered an early Christian church from the outside would think 

about it.  

 

 

Imagine that you are a seamstress who works in a cloth shop in the city of 

Corinth, in Greece, in the year 56. Eutychus, a guy who lives next door to you 

and works in a leather workshop nearby, has just joined a new club, and he 

tells you about it. First, they don’t meet in the daytime, but either early, before 

light, or after dark. There are only enough of them to fill a decent-sized dining 

room, but they call themselves the “town meeting.” You’re not quite sure what 

they do at these meetings. They don’t appear to worship any god or goddess 

that you can see. They use the term “god” sometimes, but this god doesn’t 

have a name, and to you that would be bizarre. Remember, you are 

pretending that you’re a Greek living in the year 56 in Corinth. To you, these 

people look as if they don’t believe in gods at all; they look like atheists.  

 

The people in this new club have a very high respect for a criminal Jew who led 

some kind of guerrilla war and was executed long ago, somewhere in Syria. 

Eutychus says, though, that this Jew is still alive somewhere. In fact, Eutychus 

says that the Jew “bought” him, although you didn’t know that Eutychus was 

ever a slave. In fact, you’re pretty sure he wasn’t a slave. So what does it mean 

that this guy bought him? At these town meetings they eat meals—which is 

not unusual since most clubs in your society eat meals—but they call the meals 

the “boss’s dinner,” or sometimes “the thank-you.” Some people say they eat 

human flesh at these dinners, but you doubt that because for some reason 

they seem to be vegetarians. You doubt whether vegetarians would eat human 

flesh. Eutychus says that to initiate new members into their club, they “dip 

them,” naked, and then they “get healthy.” Once you’re in the club, they call 

you “comrade,” and you have sex with anyone and everyone, because it 

doesn’t matter anymore whether you’re a man or a woman; in fact, they kind 

of figure you’re neither—or both.  
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I constructed this fanciful portrait out of actual data from the New Testament and other 

early Christian, Greek, and Roman sources. This was, in fact, the way at least a good many 

ancient people saw early Christian groups. For example, a later Roman governor informs 

the emperor that Christian groups he knew about met early in the morning or after dark.9 

As we will see repeatedly, all the early Christian groups were “house churches” and must 

have been relatively small. The Greek term we translate as “church” (ekklēsia) in an 

ancient Greek context also, more commonly, referred to the public meeting of the citizens 

of a city. We must remember, in spite of our tendencies otherwise, that “god” is not the 

name of God and in the ancient context would have been used as the generic category for 

any god. Each god would have his or her own proper name.10 The Christian “god” did not. 

And we know from many sources that Christians were considered by others to be 

atheists.11  

 

Most people in Greece likely had no knowledge of Galilee; they would likely have taken it 

to be simply part of Syria, which was much better known. When Eutychus said that Jesus 

“bought” him, he would have been using the Greek word agorazein, whose older, more 

“religious” translation was “redeem.” The meal they ate regularly would have been the 

Communion, the “Lord’s Supper,” which in the earliest days of the Christian movement 

was observed along with a full dinner, something like a potluck supper (see the way Paul 

talks about it in 1 Cor 11:17–34, where it obviously was a meal, as we will see in a later 

chapter). Even the common English term for the Communion, the “Lord’s Supper,” is 

actually a more “formal” way of translating the Greek, which less formally could be 

translated as “the boss’s dinner.” Kyrios could mean “the Lord” or simply someone’s 

master or employer. And if outsiders heard these meals referred to with another ancient 

designation, the “Eucharist,” they may likely have taken that Greek word, eucharistia, as 

having its normal, everyday meaning of “thanks.”  

 

We know from Christian defenses against the accusation that Christians were thought to 

consume human flesh.12 After all, they do say they are eating the body and blood of this 

man named Jesus (John 6:53–56; 1 Cor 10:16). We also know that Christians developed a 

reputation at some times and in some places of avoiding meat, perhaps because they 

wanted to avoid eating meat that might have been part of a sacrifice to a god, which most 

Christians carefully avoided.13 I said that they initiated one another by “dipping” into 

water: the word “baptize” in Greek meant simply “dip.” We know from later Christian 

sources that this was often done in private, and the person baptized was naked.14 To note 

that the Christians called this “getting healthy,” I just translated the Greek word we usually 

translate as “salvation” into its more mundane, everyday sense of “health” (sōtēria).  
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Christians did call one another “brother” and “sister,” and without knowing how those 

terms would later become theologically laden in Christianity, a Greek would likely have 

heard them as a rather odd, in-house, jargony use of language, much as Americans heard 

“comrade” during the cold war. As for that part about sex and not being male or female, 

Paul says that in Christ there is no male and female (Gal 3:28). And hearing Christians talk 

so much about loving one another, brother and sister, although there was no longer a 

difference between male and female—well, we may imagine how outsiders could have 

allowed their imaginations to run wild with salacious rumors, as does seem sometimes to 

have been the case.15  

 

Just as early Christian house churches, with their in-house, jargony language and their 

often odd-seeming practices and sometimes private meetings at night, would have 

appeared strange to the average inhabitant of Corinth, so the Bible presents us with a 

strange world if we approach it without our normal preconceptions, if we approach it fresh 

and from the outside. This is an ancient collection of documents from different times and 

places, put together much later to form the New Testament.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yale Open Course:  New Testament History 
 

A major theme of this course will be the diversity of early Christianity—in fact, the 

diversity of early Christianities. I will look at the many different ways Jesus was thought to 

be either divine or human or some combination of both. I’ll highlight different ways early 

followers of the Jesus movement dealt with the fact that the movement itself came out of 

Judaism but before long was dominated by gentiles. I’ll show how these different Christian 

communities treated women and their roles in churches; how they treated slaves and other 

servants in their households; how they related to whatever politics surrounded them; and 

how they reacted to the powerful Roman Empire. This course takes up not only the 

documents of the New Testament, but also a few other early Christian texts. Beginning 

with the New Testament as a now-unified text, the book pulls apart that unity to analyze 

the diversity of the early Christian movement and its texts.  
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Notes 
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New Testament 
Professor Bart D. Ehrman 

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill  

M.Div., Ph.D., Princeton Theological Seminary 

 

http://www.thegreatcourses.com/tgc/courses/course_detail.aspx?cid=656   

 

Lectures 

1 The Early Christians and Their Literature 

2 The Greco-Roman Context 

3 Ancient Judaism 

4 The Earliest Traditions About Jesus 

5 Mark—Jesus the Suffering Son of God 

6 Matthew—Jesus the Jewish Messiah 

7 Luke—Jesus the Savior of the World 

8 **John—Jesus the Man from Heaven ** 
9    Noncanonical Gospels 

10 The Historical Jesus—Sources and Problems 

11 The Historical Jesus—Solutions and Methods 

12 Jesus the Apocalyptic Prophet 

13 The Acts of the Apostles 

14 Paul—The Man, the Mission, and the Modus Operandi 

15 Paul and the Crises of His Churches—First Corinthians 

16 Pauline Ethics 

17 Paul’s Letter to the Romans 

18 Paul, Jesus, and James 

19 The Deutero-Pauline Epistles  

20 The Pastoral Epistles 

21 The Book of Hebrews and the Rise of Christian Anti-Semitism 

22 First Peter and the Persecution of the Early Christians 

23 The Book of Revelation 

24 Do We Have the Original New Testament? 
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ABOUT THE PROFESSOR  

Dr. Bart D. Ehrman is the James A. Gray Distinguished Professor at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He completed his 

undergraduate work at Wheaton College and earned his M.Div. and Ph.D. from Princeton Theological Seminary.  

Professor Ehrman has written or edited 27 books, including four best sellers on The New York Times list: Misquoting Jesus: The Story 

behind Who Changed the Bible and Why; God’s Problem: How the Bible Fails to Answer Our Most Important Question—Why We 

Suffer; Jesus, Interrupted: Revealing the Hidden Contradictions in the Bible (and Why We Don’t Know about Them);and Forged: 

Writing in the Name of God—Why the Bible’s Authors Are Not Who We Think They Are. Professor Ehrman also served as president of 

the Society of Biblical Literature, Southeastern Region; book review editor of the Journal of Biblical Literature; editor of the Scholars’ 

Press monograph series The New Testament in the Greek Fathers;and coeditor-in-chief for the journal Vigiliae Christianae. 

Professor Ehrman received the John William Pope Center Spirit of Inquiry Award, the UNC Students’ Undergraduate Teaching Award, 

the Phillip and Ruth Hettleman Prize for Artistic and Scholarly Achievement by Young Faculty, and the Bowman and Gordon Gray 

Professorship (awarded for excellence in undergraduate teaching). 
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Notes 
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Gospel Quartet DVD: Dr. Eugene Peterson,  

a course on the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 
• 2- Disks with over 4 hours of lectures on the four gospels 

• classic Peterson depth and spiritual depth 
 

 

Disk One: 

Session 1:  Overview of the Gospel Writers (36 minutes) 

Session 2:  Matthew Part A (25 minutes) 

Session 3:  Matthew Part B (34 minutes)  

Session 4:  Mark Part A (24 minutes) 

Session 5:  Mark Part B (15 minutes) 

Session 6:  Surprise of the Gospel (21 minutes)  

 

Disk Two 

Session 7:  Luke A (26 minutes) 

Session 8:  Luke B (19 minutes)  

Session 9:  Luke C (21 minutes) 

**Session 10:  John A (36 minutes)  ** 

**Session 11:  John B (26 minutes)  **  

**Session 12:  John C (30 minutes)  ** 

Session 13:  Gospel Quartet A (32 minutes) 

Session 14:  Gospel Quartet B (30 minutes)   

 

 

 

 

Eugene H. Peterson is Professor Emeritus of Spiritual Theology at Regent College. He 

has written numerous books, authored a commentary on the books of 1 & 2 Samuel, and 

translated the Bible (The Message) into contemporary English. 
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Session Ten:  John A 
 
1. Comment on Peterson’s translation in The Message of John 1:14 “The Word 

became flesh and moved into the neighborhood.” How does it fill your sense of 
Christ moving into your neighborhood? 

 
 
 
 
2. Recall Charity’s comment to her grandmother, “So Grandmother let’s not have 

any God talk. I believe He’s everywhere. Let’s get on with life.” How does this 
comment fit with what Peterson is seeking for you to get from the Gospel of 
John? 

 
 
 
3. Explain the statement: The Gospel is a Passion Story with an Introduction. 
 
 
 
4. What do the figures about the amount of space given to the Passion Story by 

the gospel writers suggest (Matthew, 1/4; Mark, 1/3; Luke 1/5; and John 1/2.)? 
 
 
 
 
5. What kind of language does John use and why? 
 
 
 
 
6. Matthew, Mark, Luke; Sedimentary rock=layers  

John; Metamorphic Rock=heat and pressure fuse it 
 
 
 



15 

 

 
 
Session Eleven:  John B 
 
1. John’s five discourses are dominated by the use of metaphors. Why does he 

do that? 
 
 
 
 
2. Peterson says that metaphor is literally a lie. What do you understand him to 

be saying in this statement? 
 
 
 
 
3. When you go to church or attend a class, do you want to participate or do you 

want to be dazzled by the pastor or the teacher? What would Peterson think of 
your answer? 

 
 
 
 
4. Peterson mentions that Dr. Purvis had said that the indicative always precedes 

the imperative. But Peterson declares that “the indicative overwhelms the 
imperative.” What’s his point? 

 
 
 
 
5. “Jesus is presence.” John makes this point by the use of the phrase “I am” (ego 

eimi). The noun, I (ego) occurs 22 times in Matthew, 17 in Mark, 23 in Luke, 
and 134 times in John. In addition the emphatic phrase “I am”  is found 5 times 
in Matthew, 3 in Mark, 4 in Luke and 30 times in John. What is it that John 
wants us to grasp and be formed by? 
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Session Twelve:  John C 
 
1. Discuss with each other your understanding of the word “soul”.  
 
 
 
 
2. You are introduced to the Hebrew word “nephesh” soul. Why is soul important? 
 
 
 
 
3. Three words are discussed: resources, dysfunctional, and program. What new 

insights have you gained about these words and how they are used in your 
congregation? 

 
 
 
 
4. Share with each other what you have thought about the Trinity. 
 
 
 
 
5. Had you ever heard the word “perichoresis” used before? In what ways does 

this theological word aid your understanding of the Trinity? 
 
 
 
 
6. Respond to Chaim Potok’s statement to his mother, “I don’t want to save lives. I 

want to help them live.” 
 
 
7. Is your congregation involved in saving lives or helping people to live? 

Comment. 
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Jesus and the Gospels     (Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson)  

http://www.thegreatcourses.com/tgc/courses/course_detail.aspx?cid=6240   

LECTURES   (36) 

 

1 Why Not "The Historical Jesus"? 

2 The Starting Point—The Resurrection Experience 

3 The Matrix—Symbolic World of Greek and Jew 

4 Parallels—Stories of Greek and Jewish Heroes 

5 The Context—Jesus in the Memory of the Church 

6 Earliest Stages—Paul and the Oral Tradition 

7 Why Compose Gospels? 

8 The Synoptic Problem and Its Solutions 

9 Gospel of Mark—Apocalyptic and Irony 

10 Gospel of Mark—Good News in Mystery 

11 Gospel of Mark—Teacher and Disciples 

12 Gospel of Mark—Passion and Death 

13 Gospel of Matthew—Synagogue Down the Street 

14 Gospel of Matthew—The Messiah of Israel 

15 Gospel of Matthew—Jesus and Torah 

16 Gospel of Matthew—Teacher and Lord 

17 Luke-Acts—The Prophetic Gospel 

18 Gospel of Luke—God’s Prophet 

19 Gospel of Luke—The Prophet and the People 

20 Acts of the Apostles—The Prophet's Movement 

21   ** Gospel of John—Context of Conflict  ** 
22  ** Gospel of John—Jesus as the Man from Heaven  ** 
23  ** Gospel of John—Jesus as Obedient Son  ** 
24  ** Gospel of John—Witness to the Truth  ** 
25 In and Out—Canonical and Apocryphal Gospels 

26 Young Jesus—The Infancy Gospel of James 

27 Young Jesus—The Infancy Gospel of Thomas 

28 Jewish Christian Narrative Gospels 

29 Fragments of Narrative Gospels—Gospel of Peter 

30 New Revelations—Gnostic Witnesses 

31 Jesus in Word—The Coptic Gospel of Thomas 

32 Jesus in Word—Two Gnostic Gospels 

33 The Gnostic Good News—The Gospel of Truth 

34 The Gnostic Good News—The Gospel of Philip 

35 Jesus in and Through the Gospels 

36 Learning Jesus in Past and Present 
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Jesus and the Gospels     (Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson)   

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The figure of Jesus has tantalized both Christians and non-Christians who have sought 

definitive answers to questions about his words, his acts, and even his very existence. For 

most of the last 2,000 years, the search for those answers has begun with the Gospels, 

but the Gospels themselves raise puzzling questions about both Jesus and the religious 

movement within which these narratives were produced. They also provide sometimes 

bewilderingly diverse images of Jesus. 

 

What accounts for this great diversity in the images of Jesus that have emerged, or in the 

approaches taken to understanding the story of his death and resurrection? Is it possible 

to shape a single picture from the various accounts of his life given us by these Gospels? 

Can we really know who Jesus was? 

 

What are the 'Gospels' and What Can We Learn from Them? 

Jesus and the Gospels is a far-ranging course. It examines not only the canonical Gospels 

of Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John familiar to us from the New Testament, but also the 

many other, apocryphal narratives and literary works that have contributed to our 

perceptions of Jesus, Mary, and Christianity. All of these works are encompassed by the 

word "Gospel." 

 

Professor Luke Timothy Johnson attempts to show us the human Jesus underlying the 

many portraits we have. He approaches the Gospels and our perceptions of Jesus from a 

different perspective than the popular quest for the "historical Jesus."  

 

Professor Johnson asserts that the portrait of Jesus addressed by such an approach, 

legitimate and compelling though such an approach may be, leads to questions that are 

virtually "impossible to answer satisfactorily" through proper historical methods.  

 

"It is, after all, as literature that the Gospels influenced history. And it is through 

literature that present-day readers can continue to encounter Jesus," he says. 

 

Veteran Teaching Company Professor Johnson has designed this course to examine the 

Gospels as literary productions. The lectures seek to encounter not the Jesus behind 

those compositions, but the Jesus found within them. 

 

"This is precisely the Jesus who has shaped Western culture, that has shaped the 

Christian religion," he says. 
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"It has never been the historical Jesus who has served as the motivating force for 

anything, except during his lifetime, but rather the Jesus who is inscribed in these 

Gospels." 

 

Professor Johnson, who spent nine years as a Benedictine monk, is one of his field's most 

distinguished and famous scholars. He is the author of 20 books and several hundred 

articles and reviews, and has been repeatedly honored for his teaching skills. At Emory 

University, he has twice received the "On Eagle's Wings Excellence in Teaching" award. 

 

In these lectures, presented with passion, a scholar's attention to nuance, and a delightful 

sense of humor, he considers not only what is being said, but how it is being said. And 

because these narratives were born of an oral tradition, he often reads aloud to best 

convey their full richness and original meanings. 

 

Professor Johnson uses a vivid example of a family's recollections of a grandmother's life 

and advice to illustrate how such oral traditions evolve and the role they would have 

played in creating memories of Jesus. His example makes it clear how such a process 

would have been at work, allowing a common understanding of Jesus to grow among his 

first followers and subsequent converts. 

 

An Understanding of Jesus Born from a Complex World 

That shared understanding of Jesus developed within a complex world, and for several 

lectures before he turns to the Gospels themselves, Professor Johnson introduces you to 

that world. He reveals a volatile mixture of Mediterranean culture, Greek ideals and 

realities, Roman governance, and the religion of Israel from which Christianity began.  

 

By the time he turns to the actual Gospels, Professor Johnson has laid a thorough 

foundation for understanding not only the different issues of faith (in fact, aspects of 

Jewish Torah) each Gospel is emphasizing, but also the real-world logistics of spreading 

that faith during the early Christian era. 

 

For example, you learn, in his discussion about Luke–Acts, about the enormous 

significance of accepting Gentiles into the new faith without requiring circumcision or the 

observance of Torah. Professor Johnson points out how easy it is to forget, after more 

than 2,000 years of looking at Jesus from a Christian perspective, that the followers of 

this new faith saw themselves as observant Jews deeply committed to Torah, and that 

such a gesture was a profoundly radical act.  

 

You also learn about the many issues that created for many Jews a "cognitive 

dissonance," even as they accepted Jesus as the Messiah foretold in the Old Testament. 
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His manner in facing death, which the Gospels reported as fearful, didn't conform to 

Greek ideas about the heroes who might ascend to God's presence. His very life, 

including non-observance of the Sabbath, seemed to be a repudiation of the obligations 

of Torah as they were understood by observant Jews. Most of all, there was the manner 

of his death, for Deuteronomy had marked as "cursed" anyone who "hangs upon a tree," 

and Jesus had been crucified as a criminal. 

 

The first Christians resolved this dissonance by reinterpreting their symbolic world, and 

Professor Johnson describes how this reinterpretation is already taking place in the 

letters of Paul. 

 

Explore the Synoptic Gospels 

Throughout his lectures, Professor Johnson moves in and out of close analyses of key 

lines of text, balancing his readings and explanations of the significance of language and 

terminology with overviews about important issues with which scholars have long 

grappled. These include both the authorship of the Gospels and what is known as the 

"synoptic problem," untangling the literary relationship among the Gospels of Mark, 

Matthew, and Luke.  

 

Those three works are known collectively as the Synoptic Gospels (from "synopsis"), since 

they cover essentially the same events in Jesus's life, with the Gospel of John considered 

to stand apart. You learn how issues of language, material, and sequence have tantalized 

scholars for years. And you see how "Q," a hypothetical source of written sayings, has 

been accepted by a majority of today's scholars as satisfying some of their questions, at 

least for now. 

 

Jesus and the Gospels concludes with a look at how Jesus is understood today, not only 

by Christians as they worship, but also by theologians, historians, and artists.  
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Notes 
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Additional Resources…… 

I recommend them, but there is only so much that you can do in one day!! 

 
 

John, God and Creation  (audio only) 

Speaker: Eugene Peterson 

Date: 1997 

Length: 66m29s 

Product ID: RGDL2763E  

 

Genesis 1-2 presents the beginning of God's creation, Revelation shows us God's final 

creation, and everything in between is "creation in the middle". Eugene Peterson presents 

an overview of the Gospel of John, which is the New Testament Equivalent of Genesis 1-

2. Here he examines what God is doing now and what our involvement in creation is. This 

is an individual lecture from the course Biblical Spirituality. 

 

Eugene H. Peterson is Professor Emeritus of Spiritual Theology at Regent College. He 

has written numerous books, authored a commentary on the books of 1 & 2 Samuel, and 

translated the Bible (The Message) into contemporary English. 

 

http://www.regentaudio.com/    

 

 

 

Bob Russell 

http://www.bobrussellsermons.org/ 

 

Good News 
Preached by Bob Russell on January 3, 1999, this sermon is approximately 30 minutes in length and is 

17.3 MB in size. 

John 3:16-21; Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness; Romans 1:20; gather you as a 

mother hen gather chicks;1 Corinthians 15:19 

 

When The Good News Becomes Old News  
Preached by Bob Russell on April 6, 1986, this sermon is approximately 26 minutes in length and is 29.73 

MB in size. 

John 21:1-14; Matthew 28:16 
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Dr. Timothy J. Keller 

Redeemer Presbyterian 

New York, New York 

 
 

http://sermons.redeemer.com/store/index.cfm?currentpage=2&fuseaction=category.display&category_id=6&sort=DateNew&s

peaker=23&scripture=john   
 

Series: John - On Knowing the Christ - MP3 
by Dr. Timothy J. Keller 

 

 
  1 Come and See    11/15/98   Dr. Timothy J. Keller   John 1:35-51 
  2 I Am the Light    11/22/98   Dr. Timothy J. Keller   John 8:12-18; 25-30 
  3 I Am the Shepherd    11/29/98   Dr. Timothy J. Keller   John 10:1-18 
  4 I Am the Vine   12/6/98   Dr. Timothy J. Keller   John 15:1-17 
  5 I Am the Bread   12/13/98   Dr. Timothy J. Keller   John 6:5-13; 32-35 
  6 I Am the I Am   12/20/98   Dr. Timothy J. Keller   John 8:31-36; 51-59 

  

 

Series: Knowing Christ 
 

1 The Living Water Keller 1/10/99 John 4:4-30 
 

2 The New Birth Keller 1/17/99 John 3:1-15 
   

 

 
Series: The Lord's Prayer 1999 

10 The Lord Praying for Glory Keller 8/15/99 "John 17:1-5, 24" 
 

11 The Lord Praying for Holiness Keller 8/22/99 John 17:6-19 
 

12 The Lord Praying for Mission Keller 8/29/99 John 17: 13-21 
 

1 Jesus and the Spirit Keller 4/19/98 John 16:7-16 
 

2 The Love of Jesus Keller 4/26/98 John 13:1-21 
 

3 The Joy of Jesus Keller 5/3/98 John 16:19-24 
 

6 The Humility of Jesus Keller 5/24/98 John 8: 1-11 
 

1 Bible; Ends or Means? Keller 11/30/97 John 5:31-47 
 

3 One Way or Many? Keller 12/14/97 John 14:5-10 
   

 
Series: The Real Jesus Part 4; The Lord 

1 Mary Meets Jesus Keller 4/6/97 John 20:10-18 
 

4 John Meets Jesus Keller 4/27/97 John 20:3-9;21:18-24 
 

5 Thomas Meets Jesus Keller 5/4/97 John 20:24-31 
 

6 Peter Meets Jesus Keller 5/11/97 John 21:1-17 
 

3 Lord of the Wine Keller 11/17/96 John 2:1-11 
 

4 Lord of the Whips Keller 11/24/96 John 2:12-25 
 

6 The Furious Love of Jesus Keller 12/8/96 John 11:32-44  
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Notes 
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The Gospel of John 
(this is the schedule if you prefer a One day/Full Day format)   

 

8:15 – 8:45 

Park, Get your Coffee, Find your seat, Hug a friend.   

 

8:45 – 9:35  

Johannine Christianity:  the Gospel 

Dr. Dale Martin  (Woolsey Professor of Religious Studies at Yale) 

 

9:35 – 9:45 Break 

 

9:45 – 10:35 

Johannine Christianity:  the Letters 

Dr. Dale Martin  (Woolsey Professor of Religious Studies at Yale) 

 

10:35 – 10:45 Break 

 

10:45 – 11:15   

John: Jesus- The Man from Heaven 

Dr. Bart Ehrman  (professor at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill) 

 

11:15 – 11:51 (☺ approximately!)   

Gospel Quartet – A course on the Gospels of Matthew Mark Luke and John 

Session 10 John (A) 36 minutes  

Dr. Eugene Peterson 

 

11:51 – 12:30 Lunch    

 

12:30 – 1:30 

Gospel Quartet – A course on the Gospels of Matthew Mark Luke and John 

Session 11 John (B) 26 minutes 

Session 12 John (C) 30minutes 

Dr. Eugene Peterson 

 

1:45 – 3:45 (actually finishing about 4:15 with a few short breaks between lectures) 

Lectures (30 minutes each) on:  

Gospel of John—Context of Conflict 

Gospel of John—Jesus as the Man from Heaven 

Gospel of John—Jesus as Obedient Son 

Gospel of John—Witness to the Truth 

Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson ( Robert W. Woodruff Professor of New Testament and 

Christian Origins at Emory University's Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, Georgia) 


