
History……Church History 

Interesting to some people 

Boring to others….☺….    

 

 

Dear  

 

I drive much more than most people.  Recently that has given me a chance to listen 

to different courses available via iTunes U.  I also spend plenty of time listening to 

96.1 “The River” or CNBC ☺  so don’t think that all of my driving time is 

productive!  But lately I’ve especially enjoyed a couple of History classes that I’d 

like to share with you.   

 

The first is a course from Yale  (The Early Middle Ages).  It’s not a religion course, 

but the professor “warns” that he can’t cover this time period without significant 

discussions about the church and its impact on society.  I enjoyed hearing the 

perspective of an expert in this field.  I recommend it to you.   

 

That positive experience led me to search for a Religion Course that covers a similar 

time frame.  The best one that I have found so far (and I’m open to suggestions if 

you have found something better!) is from the Reformed Theological Seminary and 

it is titled History of Christianity I.    I recommend this course to you also.   

 

Information regarding both of these courses is attached (course description, 

professor bio, etc.).  I think my best way of explaining this packet in our church 

culture is to recommend it to you as a Sunday School Class…..Self-Study if you 

are interested….and not limited to Sundays.   
 

So, why did I think this is so important?  Because I believe the study of 

History…..and of Church History….can help us grow as Christians.  And therefore 

this can be a tool to help the maturity of our church family at South.  Don Sweeting 

is a Church History Professor at the Reformed Theological Seminary.  He wrote an 

article about the importance of studying church history.  I have modified the article 

below to try to make it most applicable to our family at South.     

 

In Christ,   

 

 

 

Chuck     



  



(http://donsweeting.com/2013/02/01/why-study-church-history-getting-beyond-american-evangelical-amnesia/      

by Dr. Don Sweeting,  President, RTS Orlando,  James Woodrow Hassell Professor Church History)   

 

Why Study Church History?  
 
 As historian Will Durant once put it, “we Americans are the best informed people on earth as to 
the events of the last twenty-four hours; but we are not the best informed as to the events of the 
last sixty centuries.”  Our culture disposes us to a short term memory. We’re a relatively young 
nation. We are present-oriented. And when it comes to the past, we often have amnesia.   
 
So what’s the benefit of studying history?   
 
1. It reaffirms a Biblical value of looking to the past 
 
Of course, the Bible celebrates what’s new—new wine skins, new creatures in Christ, and a new 
heaven and earth. But multiple Scriptures call us to remember God’s deeds in the past. 
Deuteronomy repeatedly calls its readers to “remember,” and to look backwards for the sake of 
going forward.  In Hebrews 11, inspiration to run the race today comes from recalling the great 
cloud of witnesses from yesterday. Even in Revelation, there’s special honor given to godly 
martyrs  (Revelation 6.9; 20.4), and to the twelve sons of Israel and twelve apostles (Revelation 
21.12-14). 
 
2          It  tells us the rest of the story 
When you read church history, you are really reading through what we might call, “Acts 
Chapters 29 and 30.” God did not stop working at the close of Acts chapter 28. The Holy Spirit 
has a history. The Spirit of God has been active for 2000 years of church history—calling out a 
people to himself—forming, renewing, disciplining, and teaching them—revealing more of 
himself to the church as we come to more deeply understand God’s Word. 
 
3          It frees us from faddishness 
C.S. Lewis pointed out that each generation has both its blind spots and its correct 
perceptions.  Studying history keeps us from seeing the trends of our day as the last 
word.  Lewis said it liberates you from the tyranny of the present—and of the recent past. 
 
Lewis put it like this:  “I don’t think we need fear that the study of a day and period, however 
prolonged, however sympathetic, need be an indulgence in nostalgia or an enslavement to the 
past. In the individual life, as the psychologists have taught us, it’s not the remembered past, it’s 
the forgotten past that enslaves us. And I think that’s true of society. . . . I think no class of men 
are less enslaved to the past than historians. It is the unhistorical who are usually, without 
knowing it, enslaved to a very recent past.” 
 
He compared the reader of history to a person who has lived in many places. This person “is not 
likely to be deceived by the local errors of his native village; the scholar has lived in many times 
and is therefore in some degree immune from the great cataract of nonsense that pours from 
the press and the microphone of his own age.” (“Learning in War-Time,” in The Weight of 
Glory.) 
 
4   It exposes us to some of the issues faced by the church in every age 
One who wrestles with church history must come to grips with great themes that stand before 
the church in every age—fulfilling the great commission, proclaiming the eternal gospel in 



different cultures so it is understood yet not compromised, discovering the on-going impact of 
Scripture in each generation, tracing out how the light of Christ changes people groups and 
societies, dealing with heresy, being holy in the world without being of the world, coming to grips 
with the cost of discipleship in persecution, understanding the ever-changing relationship of 
church and state, looking carefully at how God works through all kinds of leaders, even with 
their flaws, discerning how God calls people, why people become spiritually dull, and how they 
are awakened, etc..  Other Christians can teach us to about all these relevant themes. 
 
 
5      It gives us insight into our own culture 
The study of history also gives us a deeper understanding of the spiritual dynamics of our own 
civilization.  Of course Christianity is not inherently Western.  But it had a transforming effect on 
Western civilization.  You can’t understand countless aspects of our civilization without 
understanding Christianity.  
 
6        It provides warnings about what to look out for and what not to do 
 As we study history we will see examples to follow (or not to follow), movements to draw 
inspiration from (or avoid), heresies and mistakes to look out for (there are no new heresies only 
old ones in new clothes), lessons to heed  (“those who do not learn the lessons of history are 
doomed to repeat them”), questions to think about (whatever question is on your mind, 
someone smarter than you has already seen it clearer, thought about it longer, and probably 
expressed it better). 
 
7        It Implants hope in dark times 
Church history reminds us that history is going somewhere.  It moves according to God’s 
plan.  And in the center of history there is a cross, a resurrection and a Pentecost.  Things that 
are not supposed to happen, sometimes happen.  Strange reversals can take place.  By his 
very breath, and the work of his Spirit, God can blow on dead, dry bones and make them live 
again. He can sovereignly bring awakenings to his people.  Periods of revival are game 
changers, which seem to accelerate God’s work.  Along with that, believers in every age wait for 
the blessed hope of Christ’s return, and a day when in a new heaven and earth, the earth is full 
of the knowledge of the Lord. 
 
8       It offers company and help in difficult seasons of ministry 
In hard seasons, when we experience the sting of persecution or disappointment in the church, 
we may be tempted to give up.   We catch ourselves saying, “why am I doing 
this?”   Well….church history may help you go the distance. It reminds us that we are not the 
first to go through trials.  It gives us a “ministry realism.”    Rather than be disillusioned, we draw 
comfort from those who have gone before us.  They become, as it were, encouraging 
friends.  They not only help us understand God’s Word, bringing light from another age, but they 
also help us ward off spiritual depression.  As we read a great Christian biography, or consult 
the writings of the saints, we meet friends who can help us stay the course. 
 
The Sum of it all 
I sometimes hear people talk about history as if it is the most impractical subject in the 
world.  But that’s simply not true.  On the contrary, church history is one of the most helpful 
studies in the preparation of Christian ministers. It gets us beyond our natural short sightedness, 
faddishness and pride. It becomes a source of warning, wisdom and encouragement. It provides 
spiritual sparks to awaken us and lift our eyes so that we might have renewed hope.  And it gets 
us beyond our own amnesia. This is all extremely useful. It is a study filled with blessing. 



The Early Middle Ages, (Years 284–1000)  
HIST 210;  Yale University (Open Course)  Video 
Created April 11, 2012; Updated August 7th, 2014   

 

with Prof. Paul H. Freedman 
 

About Professor Paul Freedman 

Paul H. Freedman is the Chester D. Tripp Professor of History at Yale. He received an MLS and 

PhD in History from University of California at Berkeley, and specializes in medieval social 

history, the history of Spain, comparative studies of the peasantry, trade in luxury products, and 

history of cuisine. Since coming to Yale, Professor Freedman has served as Director of 

Undergraduate Studies in History, Director of the Medieval Studies Program and Chair of the 

History Department. He also published his third book, Images of the Medieval Peasant (1999) and 

two collections of essays: Church, Law and Society in Catalonia, 900-1500 and Assaigs d'historia 

de la pagesia catalana (writings on the history of the Catalan peasantry). 

 

 

About the Course 

Major developments in the political, social, and religious history of Western Europe from the 

accession of Diocletian to the feudal transformation. Topics include the conversion of Europe to 

Christianity, the fall of the Roman Empire, the rise of Islam and the Arabs, the "Dark Ages," 

Charlemagne and the Carolingian renaissance, and the Viking and Hungarian invasions. 

 

Sessions (each lecture is 40 – 50 minutes in length)   

Click session titles below to access audio, video, and course materials.  

  

Lecture 1  Course Introduction: Rome’s Greatness and First Crises  

Lecture 2  The Crisis of the Third Century and the Diocletianic Reforms 

Lecture 3  Constantine and the Early Church  

Lecture 4  The Christian Roman Empire  

Lecture 5  St. Augustine’s Confessions  

Lecture 6  Transformation of the Roman Empire  

Lecture 7  Barbarian Kingdoms  

Lecture 8  Survival in the East  

Lecture 9  The Reign of Justinian  

Lecture 10 Clovis and the Franks  

Lecture 11 Frankish Society  



  

Lecture 12 Britain and Ireland  

Lecture 13 Monasticism  

Lecture 14 Mohammed and the Arab Conquests  

Lecture 15 Islamic Conquests and Civil War  

Lecture 16 The Splendor of the Abbasid Period  

Lecture 17 The Crucial Seventh Century  

Lecture 18 The Splendor of Byzantium  

Lecture 19 Charlemagne  

Lecture 20 Intellectuals and the Court of Charlemagne  

Lecture 21 Crisis of the Carolingians  

Lecture 22 Vikings / The European Prospect, Year 1000  

 

 

 

 

http://oyc.yale.edu/    

Open Yale Courses provides free and open access to a selection of introductory courses taught 

by distinguished teachers and scholars at Yale University. The aim of the project is to expand 

access to educational materials for all who wish to learn.  All lectures were recorded in the Yale 

College classroom and are available in video, audio, and text transcript formats.  Registration is 

not required.  No course credit, degree, or certificate is available through the Open Yale Courses 

website. However, courses for Yale College credit are offered online through Yale Summer 

Online including OYC professors John Rogers and Craig Wright." Learn more.  

 



History of Christianity I    (0HT502 3 hours) 

Lecturing and Professor of Record: Dr. Donald Fortson 

Reformed Theological Seminary, Distance Education 

Created April 26, 2012; updated March 21, 2014  (Audio only/No video)   

 

Professor 

Dr. Donald Fortson, Professor of Church History and Practical Theology, also serves as the 

Director of the Doctor of Ministry program in Charlotte. Don, an ordained pastor in the Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church, brings his experience as a pastor to RTS, having served churches in St. Louis, 

MO; Dallas, TX; and Charlotte, NC. He received the M.Div. and D.Min. degrees from Columbia 

Theological Seminary (Decatur, GA), and the Ph.D. from Westminster Theological Seminary. Dr. 

Fortson has published several articles and books on American Presbyterianism which was the area 

of his doctoral research. 

 

Course Description 

This general introduction to Christianity in the early church and medieval era focuses on the key 

persons, movements, and ideas that have made significant contributions to the history of the 

church. Special attention will be given to exploring how experiences and insights from the 

Christian past inform contemporary faith and practice. As an outcome of the course, students 

should have a general grasp of Christian history during these periods and a basic knowledge of the 

major personalities and ecclesiastical issues of the first 1500 years of church history. 

 

Course Objectives 

The over arching aim is to provide tools to students in order that they might better understand the 

major movements in church history as well as the major leaders. Below are some other objectives: 

• Learn how the early church developed. 

• Understand the development of some of the major doctrines. 

• Discover how the church has historically handled heresy. 

• Learn from the great leaders of the church. 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 

Lesson One Christianity and History 

• Why Study Church History? 

• Church Historiography 
 

Lesson Two The Character of Primitive Christianity 

• The Context of the Early Church 

• The Sources of the Early Church 

• The Practices of the Early Church 

 

Lesson Three The Persecution of First Three Centuries 

• The Persecution of the Early Church 

• The Problem of the Lapsed 

 

Lesson Four The Church Sets Standards 



• The First Christian Apologists 

• Christianity Attacked from Within 

• The Canon 

 

Lesson Five The Catholic Tradition 

• Constantine, Leadership, and Baptism 

• John Chrysostom 

• How Papal Primacy Developed 

 

Lesson Six The Great Ecumenical Councils 

• The Council of Nicea 

• The Council of Chalcedon 

 

Lesson Seven St. Augustine and African Christianity 

• Augustine and the City of God 

• Augustine and Pelagius 

• Christianity in Africa 

 

Lesson Eight Monasticism, Missions and the Dark Ages 

• The Rise of Monasticism 

• The Rise of Islam 

 

Lesson Nine The Traditions of Eastern Orthodoxy 

• The Crusades 

• Eastern Orthodox Spirituality 

 

Lesson Ten The Life and Times of the Medieval Church 

• Anselm and Abelard 

• Bernard and Aquinas 

 

Lesson Eleven Reform Movements in Medieval Christianity 

• Wycliffe and Hus 

 

 

25 lectures Total (most lectures are 45 minutes – 1 hour each)   

 

http://www.rts.edu/Site/Academics/docs/syllabi/Distance/0HT502_History%20of

%20Christianity%20I_Fortson.pdf   

 

Have you wondered how the doctrine of the Trinity got formulated, why the Eastern and Western 
churches split, or how the Canon of Scripture came to be. In History of Christianity I, Dr. Fortson 
explores these questions and more as he takes you through the beginnings of the early church 
all the way through the genesis of the Reformation. 



 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is RTS on iTunes U? 
RTS on iTunes U is a free service that is part of the larger iTunes U program pioneered by Apple 

Inc. Apple started the program as an initiative for institutions of higher learning to provide free 

content to their students, but soon opened it up to the general public. Now, people everywhere 

have free access to courses and other content from the world's top colleges, universities, and 

graduate schools. To learn more about Apple's growing influence on education and mobile 

learning, please visit apple.com/education. If you are a school administrator and are looking for 

more information about the iTunes U program, including how you can bring iTunes U to your own 

institution, please visit iTunes U on Apple's website. 

 

What is the vision for RTS on iTunes U? 
RTS on iTunes U is a wonderful and unique opportunity to freely provide master's level seminary 

content to RTS students, supporters, and friends around the globe. It is our hope that these materials 

will be of great benefit to Christians around the world as they seek to understand God and his 

works more fully, grow in their sanctification, and take the gospel of Jesus Christ to every tribe, 

tongue, and nation. 

 

How much does RTS on iTunes U content cost? 
All RTS on iTunes U content is provided free of charge. However, this program is made possible, 

in part, by our generous friends and supporters. If you'd like more information on prayerfully 

considering a financial contribution to RTS, please visit the Get Involved page on this site. 

 

How do I access RTS on iTunes U content? 
RTS on iTunes U is available in the iTunes Store through the iTunes application on Macs and PCs, 

as well as the iPod touch, iPhone, and iPad. If you do not have the iTunes program installed on 

your computer, you can download it here. After you have the program installed you can navigate 

to the iTunes U section of the iTunes Store, or simply follow this link to be taken directly to RTS 

on iTunes U. For more detailed information on how to download, install, and use iTunes, please 

see the Getting Started page of this site. 

 

Do I have to use the iTunes application to access RTS on iTunes U content? 
We strongly recommend accessing RTS on iTunes U through the iTunes application. However, 

we know there are some users who use an unsupported operating system, such as Linux, or who 

wish to avoid using the iTunes application. Because of this, we have provided access to the RTS 

on iTunes U RSS Feeds that you can use to access and subscribe to our content.  

 

Can I sync RTS on iTunes U content with my iPod, iPhone, or iPad? 
Absolutely! For instructions on syncing content with an Apple device please see the Getting 

Started page of this site. 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

PART II.   
 

If you like the Reformed Theological Seminary Church History I lectures….. 

they also have Church History II available on iTunes U.   

 

And, Westminster Theological Seminary has a course on the Medieval Church.   

 

 

 

 



  



History of Christianity II    (0HT504 3 hours) 

Lecturing and Professor of Record: Dr. Donald Fortson 

Reformed Theological Seminary, Distance Education 

Created April 26, 2012; updated March 21, 2014  (Audio only/No video)   

 

 

Professor 

Dr. Donald Fortson, Professor of Church History and Practical Theology, also serves as the 

Director of the Doctor of Ministry program in Charlotte. Don, an ordained pastor in the Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church, brings his experience as a pastor to RTS, having served churches in St. Louis, 

MO; Dallas, TX; and Charlotte, NC. He received the M.Div. and D.Min. degrees from Columbia 

Theological Seminary (Decatur, GA), and the Ph.D. from Westminster Theological Seminary. Dr. 

Fortson has published several articles and books on American Presbyterianism which was the area 

of his doctoral research. 

 

 

Course Description   

This general introduction to Christianity in the Reformation and Post-Reformation eras focuses on 

the key persons, movements and ideas that have made significant contributions to the history of 

the Church.  Special attention is given to exploring how experiences and insights from the Christian 

past inform contemporary faith and practice.  By the end of the course, students should have a 

general grasp of Christian history during these periods and a basic knowledge of the major 

personalities and ecclesiastical issues of the 15th through 18th centuries in Europe and the young 

United States 

 

 

 

 

Course Outline   

 

Lesson One Understanding the Reformation 

Lesson Two Luther’s Reform of the Church 

Lesson Three Zwingli and the Anabaptists 

Lesson Four Calvin and the Reformed Tradition 

Lesson Five Reformation in England and Scotland 

Lesson Six Roman Catholic Reform 

Lesson Seven English Puritans and Separatists 

Lesson Eight Pietism, Methodism, and the Enlightenment 

Lesson Nine Christianity Comes to America 

Lesson Ten Colonial Presbyterianism 

  



 

  01 Course Introduction -- 18:50    

  02 Jaroslav Pelikan on Martin Luther -- 57:15    

  03 The Late Medieval Period - 01 -- 46:04    

  04 The Late Medieval Period - 02 -- 39:51    

  05 Renaissance Humanism and the Political Context of the Reformation -- 45:35    

  06 The Life and Theology of Martin Luther -- 33:17    

  07 Luther's Writings -- 25:33    

  08 The Diet of Worms and Beyond -- 52:18    

  09 Philipp Melanchthon and Lutheranism -- 39:25    

  10 The Life and Theology of Huldrych Zwingli -- 42:28    

  11 Reform in Zurich -- 50:30    

  12 Anabaptists and Radicals -- 44:18    

  13 Spiritualists and Rationalists -- 50:08    

  14 The Life of John Calvin -- 30:41    

  15 Calvin's Writings and Ministry in Geneva -- 41:41    

  16 Calvin's Theology -- 41:07    

  17 Calvin's Influence and the Reformation in France -- 54:49    

  18 The Reformation in Holland -- 47:05    

  19 The Context of the English Reformation -- 18:29    

  20 Henry VIII and His Wives -- 50:31    

  21 Bloody Mary and Elizabeth I -- 41:08    

  22 John Knox and the Reformation in Scotland -- 47:25    

  23 Roman Catholic Humanists and Religious Orders -- 49:45    

  24 The History of the Council of Trent -- 42:50    

  25 The Theology of the Council of Trent -- 39:35    

  26 Trent's View of Justification -- 48:06    

  27 The Context of English Puritanism -- 44:41    

  28 Puritan Worship and the Political Situation -- 38:08    

  29 The Westminster Assembly -- 49:34    

  30 Richard Baxter and John Owen -- 36:08    

  31 English Baptist Separatists -- 1:05:13   

  32 Pietism and Philipp Jakob Spener -- 46:43    

  33 Methodism and the Life of John Wesley -- 44:38    

  34 The Ministry and Theology of John Wesley -- 51:15    

  35 The Enlightenment -- 41:14    

  36 Christianity Comes to America -- 1:19:45   

  37 Colonial Presbyterianism -- 56:49    

   

 

 



Medieval Church 

by Westminster Theological Seminary 
 

Lectures by Carl Trueman, professor of Church History. 

 

   

Description 

Medieval Church 1: Introduction 

Medieval Church 2: The Church Fathers and    

Translations 

Medieval Church 3: Anselm 

Medieval Church 4: St. Bernard of Clairvaux 

Medieval Church 5: Eastern Orthodoxy 

Medieval Church 6: The Rise of School Theology 

Medieval Church 7: Predestination  

Medieval Church 8: Mysticism 

Medieval Church 9: Heresy 

Medieval Church 10: Voluntarism 

    

 Medieval Church 11: Conclusion     

      

      

      

      

      

   

Carl R. Trueman 

Paul Woolley Professor of Church History 

Education 

MA, St. Catharine’s College, Cambridge, 1988 

PhD, University of Aberdeen, 1991 

Teaching 
Tutorial Assistant in Church History, University of Aberdeen, 

1991–1993 

Lecturer in Theology, University of Nottingham, 1993–1998 

Senior Lecturer in Church History, University of Aberdeen, 

1998–2001 

Westminster, 2001 -  

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.wts.edu/faculty/churchhistory.html 

 

About the Church History Department 

It has been well said that people make history, but they do not make the history that they choose. 

All human beings act in particular times, in particular places, and for a variety of different reasons. 

The aim of the Church History department is to teach students to understand the way in which 

human action is shaped by historical, social, economic, cultural, and theological concerns; and by 

so doing to allow the students to understand better their own positions as those who act in context. 

Though we live in an anti-historical age, the Church History department is committed to helping 

students realize the liberating importance of having a solid grasp of those historical trajectories 

which shape, often in hidden ways, the life of the church in the present. 

To that end, the Church History curriculum enables students: 

 To recognize the ambiguities and complexities of human history  

 To examine themselves in the light of the past  

 To engage with an epistemologically self-conscious historical methodology 

 To see how the church’s testimony to Christ has been preserved and articulated through  

 the ages 

 To recognize turning points in the history of the church  

 To identify major types and paradigms of Christian vision in societies past and present 

 To be well acquainted with the Reformed heritage  

 To recognize global patterns in the spread of the gospel through missions 

 To cultivate a modesty with regard to their own times and cultures by setting these 

            within the perspective of the great sweep of church history 
 To be inspired by what they learn to proclaim God’s grace to today’s world 


